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The History of Western 
Medicine: How Medicine 

Became an Arm of Big Pharma 
and Sickness Became Big 

Business.



1905 AMA established the Council 
on Pharmacology and Chemistry

1908 FDA granted AMA authority 
over teaching/practice of medicine



1910 The Flexner declaration: anything non-
biomedical (chiropractic, natural medicine, 
acupuncture, midwifery) was "quackery"

Abraham Flexner



1913 Rockefeller Foundation endowed 
$250M to build/fund first School of Hygiene 
and Public Health.

Eugenics (clean society of the "lesser”  
elements), the early work of the Germans, 
was made possible by Rockefeller support.



1914 Rockefeller established the General 
Education Board

"I don't want an education system that 
creates thinkers, I want an education system 
that creates workers." J ohn D Rockefeller



1927 Rockefeller/Standard Oil joined with IG Farben chemical

 company (later to become Bayer) to create first cartel:

 pharmaceuticals. 

Pills are made using petroleum.



1930's Rockefeller joined with Hitler’s 

eugenics/hygiene movement.
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German physicians conducted criminal 
medical experiments on concentration 
camp prisoners. Auschwitz.org

Farben used Auschwitz as part of its 
campus.



1939 "DRUG TRUST" 

ALLIANCE WAS FORMED 

BETWEEN ROCKEFELLER 

AND FARBEN...THIRD REICH 

BENEFITTED FROM 

PATENTS WHEN IT 

STEALTH-BUILT THE 

LUFTWAFFE.
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Early '40s Farben (which became Bayer) used slave labor from 
concentration camps, and one of its subsidiaries, BASF, provided 
the poisonous gas for the gas chambers. 



1941 "Our Friendship with the SS is a 
blessing. We have determined all 
measures integrating the concentration 
camp to benefit our company." Otto 
Armbrust - Farben board member 
overseeing the Auschwitz "project".



1942 US Federally funded a 
study injecting an experimental 
vaccine into patients at an 
"insane asylum".



”When you give somebody a disease — even by the 
standards of their time — you really cross the key 

ethical norm of the profession.”  

Arthur Caplan, director of the UPenn Center for Bioethics.



Nov 1945 – Oct 1946
The Nurenberg tribunal dissolved 
IG Farben into 3 parts: Bayer, 
BASF, and Hoescht, who for 30 
years filled top chairman positions 
with members of the Nazi regime.



1953 CIA director, Allen Dulles, 
approved MK-Ultra, a top-
secret program for use of 
biological and chemical 
materials and mind control 
experiments via electroshock, 
radiation, drugs, toxins, and 
chemicals.



1950s and '60s saw a big rise in 
pharmaceuticals: Valium, 
Prozac, uppers, downers, and 
"Mother's Little Helper“ .
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1952-1959 "100 biological 
warfare simulations were 
conducted by the Army in 
[unsuspecting] urban and 

rural areas" 

Chicago Tribune

Including zinc and cadmium sulfide spraying school children in south Minneapolis.



1950s and '60s Pesticides and insecticides were deemed 
"safe" by regulatory agencies, and highly processed 
foods were also deemed "safe" by the scientific experts.



1970's Cancers on the rise. 
"War on Cancer" begins. 
Huge investments of govt funding into Big Pharma 
and expensive devices and procedures.

No funding for or research into prevention or natural medicines. 
They aren't patentable. They are competition.



Laetrile - vitamin B-17 - was claimed to have no 
benefit and banned due to potential side effects, 

while highly toxic and expensive pharma treatments 
were exclusively promoted.
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"Sloan-Kettering 
lied to bury their 

own positive 
[laetrile] test 

results." Ralph 
Moss, PhD 

worked at SKI at 
the time. 

From
Whistleblower: How 

One Man Tried to 
Stop a Famous 

Cancer Center from 
Suppressing an 

Effective Treatment 
- The American 

J ournal of 
Economics and 
Sociology 2022 



1983 The AIDS epidemic. In the May J ournal of the AMA the young director 
of NIAID (at NIH), Anthony Fauci wrote:

"We are witnessing at the present time, the evolution of a new disease 
process of unknown etiology, with the mortality of at least 50% and 
possibly 75% to a 100% with doubling the number of patients every 6 
months..."



Fauci quote con't "...The finding of AIDS in 
infants and children who are household 
contacts of patients with AIDS or persons 
with risk for AIDS has enormous 
implications..."

Stirring up fear stirs up funding. He 
claimed he was taken out of context.



USDA and Unhealthy Foods. Highly processed foods 
and carcinogenic dyes and ingredients were all 
deemed "safe" by expert scientists.

1992 Lobbying efforts influenced the development and 
decades-later revision of the food pyramid. For example, the 
original in 1992 was later criticized for emphasizing grains and 
meat, and reduction of all fats.



"Even when the pyramid was being developed nutritionists had long known 
that some types of fat are essential to health and can reduce the risk of 
cardiovascular disease. Furthermore, scientists found little evidence that a 
high intake of carbohydrates is beneficial. After 1992 more and more 
research showed that the USDA pyramid was grossly flawed." Scientific 
American Dec 1, 2006

Business profits more 
important than public health?



2008 TIME
Cover story: The Sorry State of American 
Health

"Despite advances in medicine, Americans 
are less healthy than we used to be, and the 
next generation may be even worse off." 
Dec 2008



2011 Food Pyramid was revised

“The current system opens the guidelines up to lobbying 
and manipulation of data...The USDA’s primary 
stakeholders are major food producers and 
manufacturers." 

Dr. Walter Willett, Chair of the Department of Nutrition at 
Harvard School of Public Health. Quoted in TIME J an 8, 
2016



Mental Health

The biomedical/pharma model assumes 
the cause and solutions for all emotional, 
mental, behavioral dysfunction are 
biochemical or neurological, so 
prescription medication has steadily 
soared. 



6.8% increase in mental health drug prescriptions per year on average 
between 1998 and 2010. British J ournal of Psychiatry

Antidepressant prescriptions increased by an average of 10% per year 
between 1998 and 2010. Cambridge University Press study

Some Stats:



2008- 2019 people who had any mental illness (AMI) in the 
past year increased from 17.7 percent/39.8 million people to 
20.6 percent/51.5 million people. Approx 1 million increase 
per year.

2019 approximately 16% of adults (18 and older) reported 
taking prescription medication for mental health concerns,

AI overview
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From J an 2025 10% of children ages 3-
17 had current, diagnosed anxiety (9% 
of males and 11% of females). 4% of 
children ages 3-17 had current, 
diagnosed depression (3% of males 
and 6% of females)

Now starting younger...



Who do you trust to be honest with the numbers, and act in the 
public interest? What's their track record?

What do the numbers say, and where do you end up if you follow 
the money?

According to AI and CDC fast facts:



Deaths from diabetes in the US

2015 - 101,209
2016 - 101,209

2019 - approx 87K
2020 - 101,209 
2021 - 101,209 
2022 - 101,209
2023 - 101,209 



Deaths from kidney disease

2015 - 57,937
2017 - 57 937
2018 - 57,947
2020 - 57,937
2021 - 57,937
2022 - 57,937
2023 - 57,937



Deaths from pneumonia
2015 - 41,108
2016 - 41,108
2017 - 41,108
2018 - 47,052
2019 - 41,208

2020 - NO # AVAILABLE
2021 - Pfizer only source "over 47,000"

2022 - NO # AVAILABLE
2023 - NO # AVAILABLE



Heart disease:

2010 - 597,689
2015 - 630,000
2019 - 659,040

2020 - NOT AVAILABLE
2021 - approx 695K

2022 - 702,880
2023 - 680,909



Flu deaths according to AI/CDC

2016-2017 38,000
2017-2018 51,000

2019 - betw 24,000 and 62,000
2020 - TOO LOW TO REPORT

2021-2022 4,900
2022-2023 21,000



Deaths from liver disease
2016 - 54,803
2020 - 54,803
2022 - 54,803

You get the picture...



Red flag?
And AI will be leading healthcare?

The all-important 2020 numbers, establishing the narrative for 
Covid deaths and dangers, are not available for many hundreds 
of thousands of deaths or too low to count?

Could numbers have been put in the Covid column to make 
things look extremely dangerous from the start of modeling and 
forecasts?
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Follow the money
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US healthcare is the most expensive in the world, 
with outcomes ranked at the bottom.

From its inception, the Western biomedical model put profits ahead 
of people, and patents and corporate protections 

before public health.
 

Time for a change? 



J ane Barrash 
Executive Director, Continuum Center

"Bayer Wants Legal Shield From Roundup Cancer Lawsuits"

Thanks for taking a look.

Questions or comments? 
Text Continuum Center 612.374.4948 
or email jane@ continuumcenter.net

www.continuumcenter.net


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	�
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	�
	�
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	�
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	�
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	�
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	�
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	�
	Slide Number 45

